Foreword

Blaenau Gwent is a place like no other. At the head of the Gwent Valleys — Blaenau Gwent provides a unique
environment to live, work and play. Blaenau Gwent is a place of heritage and dramatic change, with a sense of
its past but its eyes firmly on the future.

The Tech Valleys Vision, Valleys Regional Park and Cardiff Capital Regional Deal combined with new transport
links through the soon to be completed Heads of the Valley Road and rail routes to Cardiff bring a bright future.
Together with the amazing location and surrounding parkland our people and communities make Blaenau
Gwent great. Our people have influence on the local, national and international stage in the arts, sport and
politics for many generations - putting Blaenau Gwent on the map for all the right reasons.

The role of Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council and its partners is to maximise on the assets we have,
doing more with less and doing it better. It is right that we recognise the challenges we face. The historical
decline of heavy industry continues to impact on employment prospects and intergenerational opportunities.
We face issues with health and wealth inequality, the rise of online shopping and the impact on our town
centres and social issues affecting our families and young people. As a Council we face increasing demand for
some of our services putting more pressure on our available budgets. But we are tackling these issues head on
with our partners, businesses and the local community. We are looking at how we spend our money to achieve
the best outco






